

Module 4 – Data Test     Total: ____ / 40
IMPORTANT TEST INSTRUCTIONS: 

You may use the following resources to answer the test questions: your own notes, the transcripts, a dictionary. You must give all answers in your own words. Quoting sections of the original texts will result in a score of zero for that question. Use complete sentences for all your answers.



Part One: Listening to a New Lecture (14 points)	
Refer to the audio file provided with your test. Listen to the following excerpt from a lecture titled, “What does the data tell us about the world?” Take notes on key elements and important supporting details. Answer the following questions. 


1.	Does the speaker argue that most people’s lives are getting better or worse? What criteria does he apply to the question? Support your answer with examples from the lecture. (4 points)
 

2.	Do you think that Hans and Ola Rosling would agree or disagree with the speaker’s views of progress in the world? Would they agree with his division of the world into developed and developing nations? Explain why you think so by supporting your answer with details from the new lecture as well as details from the two Ted Talks in the Data module. (4 points)

[Add your answer here]


3.	Both the speaker in the new lecture and Ola Rosling in “How not to be ignorant about the world” present their ideas on the nature of journalism. According to these speakers, how does news media influence our understanding of the world?  To what degree are their views similar or dissimilar? Provide details from both talks to support your answer. (6 points)

[Add your answer here]


Part Two: Comprehension Questions (20 points)
Organize your answers for the following questions into paragraphs. Any portions of your answer copied directly from the transcript will not be considered. The purpose of this task is to critically analyze the messages in each lecture and evaluate the connections between them. Thus, responses must be in your own words as you summarize aspects of the two talks. I am interested in your interpretation of the message and purpose of each talk and their connection to each other. 

1.	In “The best stats ever”, Hans Rosling talks about some of the weaknesses of using data. Explain what these weaknesses are and provide one or two real world examples not from the Ted Talk. (4 points)

[Add your answer here]


2.	How does Ola explain the incorrect views that even highly educated people have about the world? Provide details from the talk. In your opinion, how persuasive are his arguments? (7 points) 

[Add your answer here]

3.	Consider Hans Rosling’s 2006 Ted Talk and his 2014 Ted Talk with his son Ola Rosling. Has his message changed (his views on the role of data, the accessibility of data)? One way of approaching this question, is to explain his purpose and message in his first Ted Talk and compare it to his purpose and message in the second Ted Talk. What elements of his talks have remained the same and what have changed? Provide details and examples to support your statements. As a conclusion, comment on how relevant these talks are to the way you will approach (think about, understand) data in the future. (6 points)

[Add your answer here]

4. 	Why do both Hans and Ola keep referring to chimpanzees in their talks? Explain. (3 points)

[Add your answer here]

Part Three: Paraphrasing and Summarizing (6 points)

1.	Paraphrase the following text from “The global goals we’ve made progress on – and the ones we haven’t”, Michael Green, 2018. Imagine your paraphrase is for a research essay. (3 points)

“So how are we going to track progress? Well, I'm going to use today the Social Progress Index. It's a measure of the quality of life of countries, ranging from the basic needs of survival -- food, water, shelter, safety -- through to the foundations of well-being -- education, information, health and the environment -- and opportunity -- rights, freedom of choice, inclusiveness and access to higher education. ” 

[Add your answer here]


2.	Summarize the following paragraph from “The global goals we’ve made progress on – and the ones we haven’t”, Michael Green, 2018. Imagine your summary is for a research essay. (3 points)

“Let's have a look at Sustainable Development Goals – the SDGs. Let's start with our top-performing country, Denmark. And yes, I'm pleased to say that Denmark is forecast to achieve the SDGs by 2030. Maybe not surprising, but I'll take a win. Let's look at some of the other richer countries of the world - the G7. And we find that Germany and Japan will get there or thereabouts. But Canada, France, the UK and Italy are all going to fall short. And the United States? Quite some way back. Now, this is sort of worrying news.”

[Add your answer here]

TOTAL:             /40 



